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UM ANNOUNCES SUMMER RESEARCH LECTURE SERIES 
MISSOULA—
A Missoula attorney who has worked on many prominent cases involving scientific 
litigation will inaugurate a new summer lecture series at The University of Montana.
William Rossbach will kick off the NSF-EPSCoR Summer Research Lecture Series on 
Thursday, June 20, with a discussion of “Science in the Courtroom.” The lecture series, organized 
by UM’s National Science Foundation Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research, 
will bring five world-class speakers to campus this summer.
Focusing on science-related topics, the lectures run from 3:30 to 4 p.m. Thursdays in 
UM’s Skaggs Building. They are free and open to the public.
Rossbach, a partner in the Missoula law firm of Rossbach Brennan, specializes in complex 
scientific, technical and medical litigation. He has represented plaintiffs such as fishermen seeking 
damages from the Exxon Valdez oil spill, people affected by the Alberton train derailment and 
environmental groups against Montana Power concerning releases from Milltown Dam.
Rossbach earned an undergraduate degree from Yale University in 1971 and a law degree 
from the UM School of Law in 1977. His lecture takes place in Skaggs 117.
Future lectures are scheduled for:
June 27 — Paleontologist Frankie Jackson, a research associate in Montana State 
University’s Department of Earth Sciences, will talk about ‘'Dinosaur Eggs and Embryos from 
Argentina.” Jackson works alongside famous dino expert Jack Homer. Skaggs 117.
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July 11 — Andrea Stierle, research assistant professor at Butte’s Montana Tech of UM, 
will explore “A Cancer Cure That Grows in Trees and Other Fungal Stuff.” Stierle’s search for 
novel sources of anticancer, antifungal and antibacterial agents has taken her from Pacific Yew 
trees to the Berkeley Pit. Skaggs 117.
July 18 — Microbial ecologist Mary Poss, UM assistant professor in the Division of 
Biological Sciences, will lecture on ‘‘Pathogens and Predators: The Evolution and Biology of 
Retroviral Infections.” In the research lab, Poss focuses on viral evolution and pathogenesis, 
including the retroviruses HIV and FIV. Skaggs 117.
July 25 -  Professor Janne Cannon of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will 
discuss "Women and Minorities in the Sciences.” She is an expert on microbial genetics and 
pathogenesis. Skaggs 114.
EPSCoR is a UM program funded by the National Science Foundation to improve the 
science and technology infrastructure in Montana. The program has brought more than 150 
speakers to campus during the past four academic years.
The new summer lecture series continues EPSCoR’s tradition of offering expert 
knowledge to campus and community, while also enriching its Undergraduate Summer Diversity 
Research Program. Now in its second year, the eight-week program brings college students from 
across the country to UM for exposure to research and academic opportunities. This summer’s 
participants are nine students selected from universities with diverse ethnic, racial and cultural 
backgrounds.
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